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Pobjeda, 21 May 2011 
 
Reconstructed ammunition depot "Taras" opened in Danilovgrad 

 

Montenegro for a new era of peace 
 
DANILOVGRAD - Minister of Defence in the Government of Montenegro BoroVucinic, Head of 
the OSCE Mission to Montenegro, Sarunas Adomavicius , and UN Resident 
Coordinator and UNDP Representative Alexander Avanessov opened yesterday  
the reconstructed ammunition depot "Taras" in Danilovgrad. This has officially ended  one 
component of the MONDEM  program, entitled "Ammunition Stockpile Management". Worth 
of the works made on the building infrastructure by modern standards of the security level was 
1.23 million, out of which the Dutch Government donated 700, Montenegrin Government 200 
thousand Euro, and 200,000 was donated by the European Union through the SEEAC 
Programme, and OSCE 130 thousand Euro. 
 
- Immediately after the establishment of the Ministry of Defence, we recognized the 
importance of risk of having huge amounts of ammunition held in several storage facilities. At 
that point in 2006 they held 12,136 tons of ammunition of great destructive power. We 
estimated that this is the largest internal security risk and with the help of our partners we have 
addressed this issue in a very strong and responsible way. We managed to destroy a significant 
amount of the ammunition, but there is still 4,498 tons of surplus ammunition in our 
depot. Bearing in mind its age, the risk has not been reduced much, unfortunately. Aware of 
this danger, we will continue to destroy the remaining amount of old ammunition swiftly and in 
a very responsible and committed manner- Minister Vucinic said. 
 
He emphasized that the work was completed in less than a year, and that the new facility can 
store 1,250 tons of ammunition by world standards. Vucinic said that the implementation of 
this project provided a significant facility for the Armed Forces of Montenegro, but what's more 
important is that the depot significantly enhanced the security of the storage and of the nearby 
population. 
 
- MONDEM Programme promotes Montenegro as a responsible member of the EU pre-
accession countries which deals with reducing potential risks for local communities that 
live near the ammunition depot, by ensuring that the destruction of military 
weapons never reach the hands of criminals and terrorists, and also promotes Montenegro as a 
safe tourist destination, contributing to the conservation of the environment through 
destruction of toxic chemical waste – Avanessov said. He added that in addition to Taras, the 
destruction and recycling of heavy weapons was successfully 
completed, i.e. dismantling and melting scrap metal from 60 tanks and hundreds of pieces 
of heavy artillery, which conveyed a powerful message that Montenegro has taken a new era of 
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peace. 
 
According to Ambassador Adomavicius, by implementing this project, Montenegro continues to 
contribute to the creation of added value in building security measures throughout the region. 
 
- A significant issue that needs attention is further removal of unstable surplus 
ammunition from the depot and its destruction in a manner that is safe both for the 
environment and the people - Adomavicius said. 
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