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Magic charms on the bank of the Tara River 

The tailing mine impound, covering 18 hectares, had been named ‘the silent killer of the city’ by the people of Mojkovac. 

They have seen it as a death threat for the clarity of the Tara River, and fled from it and went as far away as possible. For 

them, the toxic flotation waste dump of the former mine Brskovo was the embodiment of evil, an insurmountable 

obstacle, which at the first step destroyed all their dreams and hopes for a better tomorrow.  

 

But, life can make unexpected turns – those 18 hectares in Mojkovac could very easily become one of the strongest 

advantages for development on Tara. According to the opinion of the architect Dr Rifat Alihodžid from Bijelo Polje, this 

unique (for Montenegro), highly attractive sports-recreation complex would have all the chances to become the 

destination for many tourists, not just a place for a short break and a proving ground for the local recreationists.  

 

At the international competition of the Mojkovac municipality, the Ministry of Spatial Planning and the UNDP, for the 

urban architectural solution of the tailing mine impoundment zone. Remediation of the impound according to the plans 

will be completed by the end of this year, out of the seventeen submitted solutions, the jury selected as the best work 

the work of a group of architects, with Dr Rifat Alihodžid as the head and rewarded them with 12,000 euro. That work 

was, on the occasion of 7 January, the Day of the municipality, displayed in the lobby of the Center for Culture "Nenad 

Rakocevic”.  

 

The people of Mojkovac have been consistently guessing, in the recent years, how the impoundment will look like in 

future, giving him the personal touch, "built" on it everything that crossed their mind - from hotels and inns to 

apartment blocks and an artificial lake. There were also those that found out from the trusted sources that the 

impoundment had already been given to certain Marko Markovic for the golf course, and that it is being remediated for 

that purpose? (There were more of assumptions like that).  

 

Competition, particularly the winning work, removed all the serious dilemmas, especially the one - due to the 

insufficient capacity of the field, there will be no high-rise building on the impoundment. Only the most necessary 

buildings will be built with ground floor and a loft, made of wood, stone and white plaster, and they will be exclusively in 

function for the planned sports/recreation contents.  

 

The area of the impoundment will be, as designed by Mr. Alihodžid and his team, a fairy combination of the greenery 

and flowers, sports fields, pools and tracks for different purposes, visually very attractive, surprisingly rich in its 

contents.  

 

Situated between the Tara River and the main road, which separates it from the fifteen meters higher town zone, the 

sports-recreational zone is connected to it through a covered, slanting walking bridge whose lines are somewhat 

reminiscent of the Chinese Olympic fantasy "bird's nest". Besides it, there are two more pedestrian connections with the 

center of Mojkovac - under the main road, next to the bus station and an underground passage near the temple of 

Christ's Nativity.  

 

The zone itself, or its contents, composed in a harmonious whole – is a separate story. Everyone, from seven to seventy-

seven years, can find fun, his/her "toy" or corner for a break. In that zone there are places for adventurers. Northern 

part is dominated by a vast park. In addition to the football course, there are tennis and handball courts, volleyball, 

basketball, and skating rink, a labyrinth for children, their playground, their slanting ramp for sleigh riding ... And 



paragliders have their "target". For those who love climbing with certain aids, a real challenge is the artificial "rocks" 

made of reinforced polyester. Skateboarders with their escapades are of course, on their runways, for rafters and 

kayakers there are specially organized areas on the Tara River banks, whose water is patiently being searched by sports 

fishermen. The zone also has two pools for children and adults. The entire space has a network of hiking tracks that 

meet in the central square, surrounded by a trim and bicycle paths, paved with natural materials, split by a green belt. In 

the zone there is a lot more, among other things there are three cafe-restaurants in the vicinity of Tara, and parking for 

225 cars and 4 buses ...  

 

This is how it would, in short, enhanced by the rich content on the other side of the river, the future sports-recreational 

magic spell in the place of the former cancer-wound city of Tara, if the people of Mojkovac decide to transfer the 

solution slowly, in stages, from the paper to the field.  Indeed, even a trace of doubt that they will not do that, seems to 

be completely unfounded, because – why do we have the competition then?! However, in the past, the people of 

Mojkovac often planned and then gave up. But it was earlier ...  

 

On the other side of the river  

 

Authors of the first-prize-winning solution did not deal only with in the area of impoundment, but they crossed to the 

other side of the river and planned facilities that will, with the sports-recreational area, make a truly unique tourist 

complex.  

 

In Polja, across the zone, on the left side of the Tara River, where the banks will be transformed into a promenade, the 

construction of the hotel capacities (Mojkovac lacks in those) is envisaged, as well as construction of the eco resorts and 

camping space arrangement, and a bit further, racetrack - the first in Montenegro. This space would be connected to the 

zone by a pedestrian bridge, three meters wide.  

 

It is not a dream  

 

A great number of the people of Mojkovac think that skating rink, tennis and other courts, and even swimming pools on 

the tailing mine impoundment, and on top of that the racetrack, is just a dream. Beautiful, but impossible dream.  

 

The authors of the "dream", in the initial concept of their work, however, argue that the project is realistic, attainable 

and - profitable. They say that the impound, i.e. the sports areas, will stimulate not only the transit of tourists, but their 

purposeful travel to that zone and the surrounding area. The team of authors designed the zone in the context of the 

tourism potential of Bjelasica, Tara and the surrounding area, especially taking into account that it makes profit, it is 

emphasized in the initial concept. 

 

Ace  

 

Director of the Tourism Organization of Mojkovac, Dejan Medojevic is convinced that Mojkovac will have sports-

recreational zone on the impound, and said that it will play an important role in the development of the municipality.  

 

- I am sure that the project will be realized in the next few years. Sports and recreation zone will not be, as it was 

previously envisaged, just a supplement of the tourism offer of Mojkovac, but one of its main advantages. I even think 

that it will be, because of its uniqueness, one of the most popular destinations in Montenegro - said Medojevic.  

 

Ranko Cetkovic 



 

 


