Pobjeda, 29 July 2010

Municipalities will create their own development

Podgorica — Through the Regional Development Strategy, which the Government should adopt
today, municipalities will get the opportunity to create and direct their development on their
own- said for Pobjeda Minister of Economy Branko Vujovic, judging that this new principle of
"bottom- up", which the strategt promotes, represents a major democratic step forward.

POBJEDA: What are the main instruments of the strategy for regional development for the fixed
period until 20147

VUJOVIC: Most of the resources and comparative advantages of Montenegro today is located in
the north - the least developed region on whose valorization the development of the country will
be based. The task of the strategy is to create conditions for more balanced socio-economic
development in accordance with the principles of sustainable development, increasing
competitiveness of all parts of the country and evaluation of the development potentials. This
means that it leaves enough room for initiatives, especially for the local municipalities’ initiative.
We paid special attention to the environment - sustainable use of natural resources, the
application of low carbon technologies and the development of communal infrastructure. We
intend to comply the National regional development policies with EU policies.

POBJEDA: Does the strategy define the key development projects or the initiative in fully left to
the municipalities?

VUJOVIC: We monitored and we monitor the practice of the EU, which means that projects are
not being copied from the national level. It is left to the units of the local governments to create
the development projects on their own. Local population and the municipal carriers of
development know better the problems and difficulties that prevent or slow down their
development. The projects will be included in a common database and become an important tool
for directing financial resources for the development of local self-government and the region.

POBJEDA: How does the Government intend to engage in reducing regional development
disparities?

VUJOVIC: Priorities will be the launch of major projects that are prerequisite to faster overall
development - improving transport connections, resolving communal issues, evaluation of
energy resources and production of high quality planning documents. We will be oriented toward
the construction of social infrastructure - adequate access to public sector and government,
culture, education, health and social welfare, sport and recreation, religious communities ...

POBJEDA: How much money is needed for the implementation of the strategy?

VUJOVIC: It depends on the number of projects, but the funds will essentially be used from the
state and municipal budget, as well as from the instrument for pre-accession aid (IPA). At the



moment, it was not planned to use additional funds for financing development projects from the
state budget. From 2011, after the adoption of the Law on regional development, it is possible to
plan additional resources for financing development projects. I expect that the strategic
development plans of local governments, as well as the lists of possible projects will be prepared
by then. Currently, in addition to 100 projects of the Directorate of Public Works and the
Directorate of Traffic, that are related to the improvement of local road infrastructure, cultural
centers and health clinics, we are preparing the realization of fifteen projects of regional
importance. They are related to water supply, construction of a wastewater treatment and sewage
networks, the regional sanitary landfill and road infrastructure which is worth around 360 million
euro, financed from the capital budget, credits of the international development institutions, the
IPA, the municipal budgets and donations.

POBJEDA: How will the situation in the north of Montenegro, after the implementation of the
strategy, be different from the present?

VUJOVIC: There is no strategy that solved the problem overnight, and neither will this one. It is
a long-term process. The strategy gives equal opportunity to accelerate the development of the
continental as well as other parts of Montenegro. Chances will not be used if we wait, and only
concrete initiatives could change the current situation.

The strategy stops displacing of the population

POBJEDA: Do you expect that the strategy will stop the displacement on the north and in which
period?

VUJOVIC: Displacement will stop. I dare say that the reverse trends will begin happening, from
the moment when the economically viable projects that would contribute to increasing living
standards will be recognized. The strategy provides a framework for this process, but cannot by
itself provide employment. Anyone who wants to get employed must first look for a job. Also, in
order to stop the displacement, long-term sustainable projects must be envisaged. Therefore, one
of the tasks of the strategy is to raise competitiveness of the municipalities. It also means
improving social infrastructure that will make some regions attractive for individual life.

Avanessov: We will use support the implementation of the strategy

UNDP will support the implementation of the Regional Development Strategy of Montenegro,
which needs a new model of economic growth - said Alexander Avanessov, UN Resident
Coordinator and UNDP Resident Representative in Montenegro — of the agency that provided
assistance and support to the local experts in drafting of the strategy.

Support the strategy has become part of our program that includes specific projects to support the
development of national parks, entrepreneurship, establishment of small and medium enterprises,
small hydro power plants, active working mechanisms, including creation of the social funds for
innovation in the next years — said Avanessov.

Bijelo Polje:



Small Hydro Power Plants

Tarzan Milosevic, Mayor of the municipality of Bijelo Polje sees the state project of construction
of the highway Bar-Boljare as the main development opportunity of the area of Bijelo Polje. -
When it comes to projects in which the local government sees the economic viability,
unavoidable are the ones related to the touristic and overall development valorization of the
potentials of the Mountain Bjelasica, within the project "Bjelasica-Komovi." In the course of our
priority projects is included the evaluation of the construction of small hydro power plants on
rivers Bistrica and Ljubovida - said Milosevic to Pobjeda.

Mayor added that the construction of a regional landfill for waste is an important step towards
comprehensive utilization of tourist and agricultural potential. Similarly, he says, is with the
construction of facilities for wastewater treatment. He points out that he sees a big chance in the
pre-accession EU funds, donations and investments of foreign companies that have shown more
interest in investing in such projects.

Mayor of Plav, Skender Sarkinovi¢ said for Pobjeda that the projects were continued even in
time of crisis, such as local roads and water supply.

- The set of planned activities includes implementation of the spatial-urban plan of the
municipality, DUP for Plavsko lake, the study analysis of the potential for alpine and turno ski
for the Municipality of Plav, as well as the road Plav- Vojno Selo - Krusevo - Gusinje. We
expect that this region finds its place in the development strategy of the north of Montenegro, as
well as creating more favorable business environment for the development of small and medium
businesses. We planned protection, rehabilitation and evaluation of Plavsko Lake, completion of
the project "Prokletije" as the fifth national park in Montenegro and the construction of a
wastewater treatment plant system and the regional solid waste landfill - said Sarkinovi¢ to
Pobjeda.

Mojkovac: Rural roads needed

We did not wait for the crisis to pass, but we were actively preparing for the ambitious
development projects, says Ivan Asanin, director of the Agency for Investment and Development
in Mojkovac.

- First of all, we need high-quality rural roads, as a prerequisite for rural development and
agriculture, as well as projects in the field of tourism which will attract investors. Natural
resources we have, but only investors will not come only because of that. They look for basic
infrastructure projects, clear projects and clean legal environment. In this part we will need
financial and technical support from the state. [ am convinced that the Government is aware of
that and that its support to Mojkovac and other municipalities, through a strategy of regional
development, will not lack - said ASanin to Pobjeda.

Rozaje: Tourism and healthy food



A draft strategy for the integrated development of Montenegro, the Municipality of RozZaje is
adequately represented, says Mayor Nusret Kalac. In this document, there are priorities that
relate to the production of healthy food, finalization of timber processing, faster tourism
development and development of public utilities.

- Construction of the motorway and other transportation infrastructure that will make this part of
Montenegro to connect with Podgorica and the coast is an essential question for faster progress
in the north. That is a prerequisite for the development of other areas - as Kalac.

He points out that one of the problems, not only in Rozaje but all northern municipalities is a
lack of skilled people.

Berane: Airport and landfill

Mayor of Berane Vuk Golubovic said that the reactivation of the airport in Berane and
construction of the highway Bar-Boljare are crucial projects for the north of Montenegro.

The Mayor of Berane believes that for that municipality projects such as the university center,

day center for children with special needs, forthcoming construction of sanitary landfill with a

recycling center, as well as the sewage collector with the means for wastewater treatment — are
also imposrtant.
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Male elektrane

Glavnu razvojnu $ansu bjelo-
poljskog podru¢ja predsjednik
te opstine Tarzan MiloSevic
vidi u drzavnom projektu iz-
gradnje autoputa Bar- Boljare.

Kad su u pitanju projekti u
seiina lokalna samouprava vi-
di sigurnu ekonomsku oprav-
danost, nezaobilazni su oni ve-

zani za turisticku i ukupnu
razvojnu valorizaciju potenci-

jala planine Bjelasice u okviru
projekta ,Bjelasica-Komovi®

U nafe prioritetne projekte
svakako spada valorizacija hi-

TARZAN MILOSEVIC

dropotencijala kroz gradnju malih elektrana na rijekama
Bistrica i Ljubovida - kaze MiloSevi¢ za Pobjedu.
Predsjednik opitine dodaje da je izgradnja regionalne
deponije za ¢vrti otpad bitan iskorak ka cjelovitijem kori-
S¢enju turistickih i poljoprivrednih potencijala. Sli¢no je,
kaze i sa izgradnjom postrojenja za preciS¢avanje otpad-
nih voda. Istice da veliku Sansu vidi i u pretpristupnim
fondovima Evropske unije, donacuama i investicijama
inostranih firmi koje pokazuju sve vide interesovanja za

ulaganja u ovakve projekte.

Plav: Nada u turizam

Gradonacelnik Plava Skender
Sarkinovi¢ kaze za Pobjedu da su i
u vrijeme krize nastavljeni projek-
ti, poput lokalnih saobracajnica i
vodovoda.

- U set planiranih aktivnosti usla

je 1 realizacija prostorno - urbani- .

stickog plana opstine, DUP Plav-
sko jezero, studije analize potenci-
jala alpskog i turno skijanja za op-
stinu Plav i put Plav — Vojno Selo -
Krusevo - Gusinje. O¢ekujemo da

ovaj kraj nade svoje mjesto u stra-
tegiji razvoja sjevera Crne Gore,
kao i stvaranje povoljnijeg poslov-
nog ambijenta za razvoj malog i
srednjeg biznisa. Planirali smo za-
§titu, revitalizaciju i valorizaciju
Plavskog jezera, dovrietak projekta
»Prokletije” kao petog nacionalnog
parka u Crnoj Gori i izgradnju si-
stema precistata otpadnih voda i
regionalne deponije ¢vrstog otpada
- kazao je Sarkinovi¢ za Pobjedu.

Potrebni seoski putevi

Nlj esmo cckall da kriza prode nego smo se aktivno pripremali za ambi-
ciozne razvojne projekte, kaze za Pobjedu Ivan ASanin, direktor Agenci-

je za investicije i razvoj u Mojkovcu.

- Nama su, u prvom redu, potrebni kvalitetni seoski putevi, kao pret-
postavka razvoja sela i poljoprivrede, kao i projekti iz oblasti turizma
koji ¢e privuéi investitore. Prirodne potencijale imamo, ali finansijeri
nece samo zbog toga doci. Oni traze osnovnu infrastrukturu, jasne pro-
jekte i Cist pravni ambijent. U tom dijelu bice nam potrebna finansijska i
struéna pomoc¢ drzave. Uvjeren sam da je Vladi to poznato i da njena
poclrska Mojkovcu i ostalim opstinama, kroz strategiju regionalnog raz-
voja, nece izostati - kaZze A$anin za Pobjedu.

Strategija zaustavlj
raseljavanje

BRANKO VUJOVIC

vezanosti, rjeSavanje komunalnih
problema, valorizacija energetskih
resursa i izrada kvalitetnih planskih
dokumenata. Orijentisa¢emo se na
izgradnju drudtvene infrastrukture
- adekvatan pristup javnom sektoru
i wupravi, kulturi, obrazovanju,
zdravstvenoj i socijalnoj zastiti,
sportu i rekreaciji, vjerskim zajed-
nicama...

POBJEDA: Koliko novca treba za
realizaciju strategije?

VUJOVIC: To zavisi od broja
projekata, ali ¢e se u sustini, sred-
stva koristiti iz drzavnog i opstin-
skog budzeta, kao i iz instrumenta
za pretpristupnu pomoé¢ EU. U
ovom momentu nijesu planirana
dodatna sredstva za finansiranje
razvojnih projekata iz drzavnog
budzeta. Od 2011. nakon usvajanja
Zakona o regionalnom razvoju
moguce t)'e planirati dodatna sred-
stva za finansiranje razvojnih pro-

POBJEDA: Ocekujete li da ce strategija zaustaviti
raseljavanje sjevera i na koji period?

VUJOVIC: Raseljavanje ce prestati. Usudujem se
reci da ¢e zapoceti obrnuti trendovi, onog momenta
kada se prepoznaju ekonomski odrzivi projekti koji
¢e doprinijeti povecanju Zivotnog standarda. Strate-
gija daje okvir za ovaj proces, ali ne moZze sama po
sebi ponuditi zaposlenje. Da bi se bilo ko zaposlio,
prvo mora traZiti posao. Isto tako, da bi se zaustavi-
lo raseljavanje, moraju se osmisliti dugoro¢no odr-
zivi projekti. Zato je jedan od zadataka strategije
podizanje nivoa konkurentnosti opstina. To podra-
zumijeva i pobolj$anje drustvene infrastrukture ko-

Jja ¢e uciniti pojedine regione primamljivim za Zivot.

predstavmk UND Zi
pomoc i podrsku dom izradi
I%;.:.::ﬂmtﬂglje _ .

- Podrska strategiji je postala ama

jjjfijoza- e: Turizam
izdrava hrana

U nacrtu strategije inte-
gralnog razvoja Crne Go-
re, rozajska opstina je
adekvatno zatupljena,
smatra predsjednik opsti-
ne Nusret Kala¢. U tom
dokumentu nalaze se pri-
oriteti koji se odnose na
proizvodnju zdrave hra-
ne, finalizaciju prerade §
drveta, brzi razvoj turi-
zma i unapredenje komu-
nalne infrastrukture.

- Izgradnja autoputa i NUSRET KALAC
druge e saobracajne infra-
strukture ko]a ce ova) dio Crne gore povezah sa Pod-
goricom i primorjem, predstavlja esencijano pitanje
brzeg napretka sjevera.To je uslov razvoja svih osta-
lih oblasti - smatra Kalac.

On naglaava da je jedan od problema, ne samo
Rozaja vec svih opstina na sjeveru drZave, nedosta-
tak stru¢nih ljudi.

Ekipa novinara Pobjede

_potreban novi
Pobjedu Alek-

sandar Avanesov, r UN i stalni

koji ukljuéu]e konkretne pr0Jekte po:

 parkova, pre ¥ ~ osnivanja
ih preduzeca, malih hldroelektrana,
_mehanizama, ukljucujudi stvaranje
ova za inovacije narednih godina -

jekata. O¢ekujem da ce do tada biti

snabdijevanje, izgradnju postroje-

zacije strategije, razlikovati od sa-

pripremljeni i strateski planovi raz-
voja jedinica lokalne samouprave i
indikativne liste projekata. Trenut-
no, pored 100 projekata Direkcije
javnih radova i Direkcije za sao-
bracaj, koje se odnose na unapre-
denje lokalne putne infrastrukture,
domova kulture i zdravstvenih
ustanova pripremamo i realizaciju
petnaest projekata od regionalnog
znacaja. Oni su vezani za vodo-

nja za precis¢avanje otpadnih voda
i kanalizacionih mreZa, regionalnih
sanitarnih deponija i putne infra-
strukture ¢ija je ukupna vrijednost
oko 360 miliona eura, a koji se fi-
nansiraju iz kapitalnog budzeta,
kredita medunarodnih razvojnih
institucija, IPA programa, opétin-
skih budzZeta i donacija.

POBJEDA: Po ¢emu ce se stanje
na sjeveru Crne Gore, nakon reali-

dasnjeg?

VUJOVIC: Nijedna strategija nije
rijedila prob]emegreko no¢i, pa ne-
¢e ni ova. To je ugorocan proces.
Strategija daje jednake $anse za
ubrzanje razvoja kontinentalnom,
ali i drugim djelovima Crne Gore.
Sanse se nece iskoristiti ¢ekanjem,
a samo konkretne inicijative mogu
da promijene sadasnje stanje.

Mr.Milovic¢



