
Pobjeda, 29 July 2010 

Municipalities will create their own development  
 

Podgorica – Through the Regional Development Strategy, which the Government should adopt 
today, municipalities will get the opportunity to create and direct their development on their 
own- said for Pobjeda Minister of Economy Branko Vujovic, judging that this new principle of 
"bottom- up", which the strategt promotes, represents a major democratic step forward.  
 
POBJEDA: What are the main instruments of the strategy for regional development for the fixed 
period until 2014?  
 
VUJOVlC: Most of the resources and comparative advantages of Montenegro today is located in 
the north - the least developed region on whose valorization the development of the country will 
be based. The task of the strategy is to create conditions for more balanced socio-economic 
development in accordance with the principles of sustainable development, increasing 
competitiveness of all parts of the country and evaluation of the development potentials. This 
means that it leaves enough room for initiatives, especially for the local municipalities’ initiative. 
We paid special attention to the environment - sustainable use of natural resources, the 
application of low carbon technologies and the development of communal infrastructure. We 
intend to comply the National regional development policies with EU policies.  
 
POBJEDA: Does the strategy define the key development projects or the initiative in fully left to 
the municipalities?  
 
VUJOVIĆ: We monitored and we monitor the practice of the EU, which means that projects are 
not being copied from the national level.  It is left to the units of the local governments to create 
the development projects on their own. Local population and the municipal carriers of 
development know better the problems and difficulties that prevent or slow down their 
development. The projects will be included in a common database and become an important tool 
for directing financial resources for the development of local self-government and the region.  
 
POBJEDA: How does the Government intend to engage in reducing regional development 
disparities?  
 
VUJOVIĆ: Priorities will be the launch of major projects that are prerequisite to faster overall 
development - improving transport connections, resolving communal issues, evaluation of 
energy resources and production of high quality planning documents. We will be oriented toward 
the construction of social infrastructure - adequate access to public sector and government, 
culture, education, health and social welfare, sport and recreation, religious communities ...  
 
POBJEDA: How much money is needed for the implementation of the strategy?  
 
VUJOVIĆ: It depends on the number of projects, but the funds will essentially be used from the 
state and municipal budget, as well as from the instrument for pre-accession aid (IPA). At the 



moment, it was not planned to use additional funds for financing development projects from the 
state budget. From 2011, after the adoption of the Law on regional development, it is possible to 
plan additional resources for financing development projects. I expect that the strategic 
development plans of local governments, as well as the lists of possible projects will be prepared 
by then. Currently, in addition to 100 projects of the Directorate of Public Works and the 
Directorate of Traffic, that are related to the improvement of local road infrastructure, cultural 
centers and health clinics, we are preparing the realization of fifteen projects of regional 
importance. They are related to water supply, construction of a wastewater treatment and sewage 
networks, the regional sanitary landfill and road infrastructure which is worth around 360 million 
euro, financed from the capital budget, credits of the international development institutions, the 
IPA, the municipal budgets and donations.  
 
POBJEDA: How will the situation in the north of Montenegro, after the implementation of the 
strategy, be different from the present?  
 
VUJOVIĆ: There is no strategy that solved the problem overnight, and neither will this one. It is 
a long-term process. The strategy gives equal opportunity to accelerate the development of the 
continental as well as other parts of Montenegro. Chances will not be used if we wait, and only 
concrete initiatives could change the current situation.  
 
The strategy stops displacing of the population  
 
POBJEDA: Do you expect that the strategy will stop the displacement on the north and in which 
period?  
 
VUJOVIĆ: Displacement will stop. I dare say that the reverse trends will begin happening, from 
the moment when the economically viable projects that would contribute to increasing living 
standards will be recognized. The strategy provides a framework for this process, but cannot by 
itself provide employment. Anyone who wants to get employed must first look for a job. Also, in 
order to stop the displacement, long-term sustainable projects must be envisaged. Therefore, one 
of the tasks of the strategy is to raise competitiveness of the municipalities. It also means 
improving social infrastructure that will make some regions attractive for individual life.  
 
Avanessov: We will use support the implementation of the strategy  
 
UNDP will support the implementation of the Regional Development Strategy of Montenegro, 
which needs a new model of economic growth - said Alexander Avanessov, UN Resident 
Coordinator and UNDP Resident Representative in Montenegro – of the agency that provided 
assistance and support to the local experts in drafting of the strategy.  
 
Support the strategy has become part of our program that includes specific projects to support the 
development of national parks, entrepreneurship, establishment of small and medium enterprises, 
small hydro power plants, active working mechanisms, including creation of the social funds for 
innovation in the next years – said Avanessov.  
 
Bijelo Polje:  



 
Small Hydro Power Plants 

Tarzan Milosevic, Mayor of the municipality of Bijelo Polje sees the state project of construction 
of the highway Bar-Boljare as the main development opportunity of the area of Bijelo Polje. - 
When it comes to projects in which the local government sees the economic viability, 
unavoidable are the ones related to the touristic and overall development valorization of the 
potentials of the Mountain Bjelasica, within the project "Bjelasica-Komovi." In the course of our 
priority projects is included the evaluation of the construction of small hydro power plants on 
rivers Bistrica and Ljubovida - said Milosevic to Pobjeda.  
 
Mayor added that the construction of a regional landfill for waste is an important step towards 
comprehensive utilization of tourist and agricultural potential. Similarly, he says, is with the 
construction of facilities for wastewater treatment. He points out that he sees a big chance in the 
pre-accession EU funds, donations and investments of foreign companies that have shown more 
interest in investing in such projects.  
 
Mayor of Plav, Skender Šarkinović said for Pobjeda that the projects were continued even in 
time of crisis, such as local roads and water supply.  
 
- The set of planned activities includes implementation of the spatial-urban plan of the 
municipality, DUP for Plavsko lake, the study analysis of the potential for alpine and turno ski 
for the Municipality of Plav,  as well as the road Plav- Vojno Selo - Krusevo - Gusinje. We 
expect that this region finds its place in the development strategy of the north of Montenegro, as 
well as creating more favorable business environment for the development of small and medium 
businesses. We planned protection, rehabilitation and evaluation of Plavsko Lake, completion of 
the project "Prokletije" as the fifth national park in Montenegro and the construction of a 
wastewater treatment plant system and the regional solid waste landfill - said Šarkinović to 
Pobjeda.  
 
Mojkovac: Rural roads needed 
 
We did not wait for the crisis to pass, but we were actively preparing for the ambitious 
development projects, says Ivan Ašanin, director of the Agency for Investment and Development 
in Mojkovac.  
 
- First of all, we need high-quality rural roads, as a prerequisite for rural development and 
agriculture, as well as projects in the field of tourism which will attract investors. Natural 
resources we have, but only investors will not come only because of that. They look for basic 
infrastructure projects, clear projects and clean legal environment. In this part we will need 
financial and technical support from the state. I am convinced that the Government is aware of 
that and that its support to Mojkovac and other municipalities, through a strategy of regional 
development, will not lack - said Ašanin to Pobjeda.  
 
Rozaje: Tourism and healthy food  
 



A draft strategy for the integrated development of Montenegro, the Municipality of Rožaje is 
adequately represented, says Mayor Nusret Kalac. In this document, there are priorities that 
relate to the production of healthy food, finalization of timber processing, faster tourism 
development and development of public utilities.  
 
- Construction of the motorway and other transportation infrastructure that will make this part of 
Montenegro to connect with Podgorica and the coast is an essential question for faster progress 
in the north. That is a prerequisite for the development of other areas - as Kalac.  
 
He points out that one of the problems, not only in Rozaje but all northern municipalities is a 
lack of skilled people.  
 
Berane: Airport and landfill  
 
Mayor of Berane Vuk Golubovic said that the reactivation of the airport in Berane and 
construction of the highway Bar-Boljare are crucial projects for the north of Montenegro.  
 
The Mayor of Berane believes that for that municipality projects such as the university center, 
day center for children with special needs, forthcoming construction of sanitary landfill with a 
recycling center, as well as the sewage collector with the means for wastewater treatment – are 
also imposrtant. 






