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Protected areas are very attractive tourist destinations 

 
UNDP is currently discussing a potential for joint collaboration in areas of climate change 

and biodiversity with a number of private sector partners.  The purpose is formation of 

public-private partnerships for establishment of first two regional parks and one marine 

protected area in Montenegro in order to preserve the country’s unique natural resources 
 
 

(i) What is CSR and what are the goals of the upcoming CSR Forum that UNDP 

organizes with CRNVO, Union of Employers and Directorate for SMEs? 

 

The EU defines CSR as a voluntary contribution of the private sector to the community’s 

development and cleaner environment.  But, as Milton Friedman once said that ‘the social 

responsibility of the private sector is to increase its profit’ another way to look at the CSR is as a 

marriage between profit and principles.  This implies integration of public interest in the 

company’s business model through which the company directly impacts the development of the 

community that then feeds back into the well being of the company.  CSR minded companies 

invest, for example, in a more efficient use of natural resources, which on one hand protects the 

environment while on the other may contribute to one of company’s main goals-profit.   

 

(ii) What is Global Compact and why is it important for Montenegro? 

 

Within the CSR context, the UN launched Global Compact as a framework within which it can 

draw on resources and the knowhow of the private sector for achievement of MDGs.  

Companies’ signatories of GC commit to long term support to 10 principles in 4 areas: protection 

of environment, anti corruption, human rights, and labor.  In this way companies directly 

contribute to the development of the community and environment where they operate.  In our 

case, the CSR Forum will seek for further awareness rising of the Montenegro’s private sector 

with the concept of CSR, possible ways for integration of the concept in the every-day 

operations, and best case examples from the countries in the region and the EU. 

 

(iii) What is the difference between philanthropy and CSR? 

 

Philanthropy and donations are often used as synonyms, even though there is a significant 

difference between the two, to denote often times ad hoc actions that even though benefit the 

recipients, are also too often in a function of PR or marketing for those who do the giving.  Of 

course this does not mean that both philanthropy and donations are not needed!  The essential 

difference between these two concepts and CSR is that the latter implies a long term 

commitment to partnership building for the purpose of achieving a developmental goal/priority.  

As an example, the strategic goal of CSR Forum in Indonesia is improvement of women’s 

health.  Within this context, the energy giant Chevron developed and financially supported the 

‘alert village’ model that provides a better access to health care in rural areas for pregnant 

women.  Due to its extraordinary results, the Indonesian Ministry of Health adopted the model 



after two year, committing continuous public funding to its operations. This example, in addition 

to contributing to better health care for women in Indonesian rural areas, directly impacted the 

health care of Chevron female employees, which fed back into the company’s better operations.  

In other words, this example reflects a strong link between the principles and profit. 

 

(iv) How does UNDP plan to integrate CSR in its work in the future? 

 

In addition to organizing GC signing for the companies in Montenegro on Dec.10
th

, UNDP is 

currently discussing a potential for joint collaboration in areas of climate change and biodiversity 

with a number of private sector partners.  The purpose is formation of public-private partnerships 

for establishment of first two regional parks and one marine protected area in Montenegro in 

order to preserve the country’s unique natural resources as well as improve the standard of living 

for those in and around protected areas.  The protected areas are known world-wide as attractive 

tourist destinations where vibrant and dynamic economic activity takes place in synergy with the 

environmental protection.  In Montenegro there are many companies truly dedicated to the 

concept of CSR, such as Telenor, NLB Bank and Porto Montenegro, so we hope that there will 

be room for our joint work for the purpose of sustainable economic development in Montenegro.  



 


