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Budva, 7 July 2009

Media Advisory

Consultation Workshop: International Aid Transparency Initiative for Europe and the
Commonwealth of Independent Countries

A two day regional workshop organized by the International Aid Transparency Initiative (IATI) in cooperation
with the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) and the Government of Montenegro with an aim
to respond to the needs of all stakeholders, particularly partner country governments, was finished today at
the Hotel Maestral Milocer.

In her introductory statement on the second workshop day H.E. Ms. Gordana Purovi¢, Minister for
European Integration in the Government of Montenegro emphasized that in the context of economic
crisis, which we are still experiencing, we need to dedicate a lot of attention to the good coordination of
development assistance programmes. “The activities that we have taken in this regard include positioning of
the cabinet of the Deputy Prime Minister for international economic cooperation, structural reforms and
improvement of the business environment which competence is to coordinate the debt management and to
establish relations with donors’ programmes. | remain National Coordinator for IPA programmes and in that
regard we will cooperate closely, because coordination, programming, monitoring and evaluation of the
European Union’s development aid is more and more connected to what we call debt management. A very
important activity that we are conducting in cooperation with the United Nations Development Programme
(UNDP), Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE) — Mission to Montenegro and European
Commission Delegation to Montenegro, started on 2 December last year, when we had the first donor
coordination meeting and when we intensified this initiative in terms of better coordination. Prime Minister
presided over that meeting and there were present many donors from other countries, as well as those who
have offices in Podgorica, who came to discuss the model of our cooperation. That was a very good meeting,
which resulted with a plan to organize sectoral donor meetings, and by now those meetings were held for the
sectors of environmental protection, judiciary, and anti-corruption. So, those were special thematic meetings
with donors regarding some priorities. Our framework was always a National Integration Programme and on
short-term — Government’s Work Plan,” said Ms. Durovi¢. She also pointed out that those donor meetings
should continue in cooperation with the United Nations, and that it is planned to further decentralize
authorities of the relevant Ministries and to improve the information technology support. In practical terms,
this would mean creation of a database on all potential projects delegated towards donors, current projects
as well as on the projects that donors plan to implement in our region or in Montenegro concretely. “This is at
the same time reiterated request of donors, but also awareness and a need to create such a database. There
were many incentives, many times we promised that we will do it, but we really hope that this time we will be
able to achieve that, because lessons learnt show that it needs to be as simple as possible, not a complicated
software that would be difficult to use and access,” Ms. Purovi¢ concluded.

H.E. Ambassador Mr. Leopold Maurer, Head of the European Commission Delegation to Montenegro
reminded that the European Commission Delegation to Montenegro is responsible for the implementation of
the IPA funds (instrument of the pre-accession) in Montenegro. “As such, we are the biggest individual donor
with 30 million dollars per year. In this context, we have to function within the legislative related to the pre-
accession assistance, and that legislative anticipates the obligation to coordinate donors’ assistance in order



to ensure that the money invested by the European tax payers is used in the most appropriate way. We in
Montenegro have a high level of cooperation with the UNDP, and they are also the implementing agency for
certain projects. One of those projects is intended for preparation of civil society organizations and other
potential recipients to apply for the funds. In this way they are being directed on how to fill in the
documentation, how to use certain expressions, etc., given that the whole process is pretty complicated. In
regard to our cooperation with the civil society, we are planning to establish one regional Secretariat in
Montenegro with an aim to support CSOs and to help them to apply for these funds. It is a well known fact
that the European Commission is the biggest donor in the world, so we are very much interested in all the
IATI standards, such as transparency, public availability of data on donors’ assistance. We are cooperating
with the United Nations System in Montenegro, but with other donors as well, whether they are EU member
countries or third party countries,” said Mr. Maurer.

In order to inform the development of the IATI standards based on concrete information, UNDP - as a
member of the IATI Steering Committee' - has been tasked with facilitating detailed consultations with
partner country government officials and Parliamentarians in order to better understand their priorities and
aid information needs. This will help to ensure that IATI is developed in a way that meets as many of those
needs as possible.

! The IATI Steering Committee comprises of 18 representatives from donors, partner countries, CSOs and aid information experts.
UK, Germany, Nethiemds, UNDP, Finland, Denmark, Ireland, EC, World Bank, Australia, New Zealand, Spain, Sweden, Hewlett
Foundation, GAVI, Norway.

¥ So far, the governments of Central African RepuBl@pmbia Ghana, Moldovallontenegro,Nepal, RpuaNew Guinea Rwanda
andViet Namhave endorsed or expressed their interest in the initiative.



