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Budva, 6 July 2009

Media Release

Consultation Workshop: International Aid Transparency Initiative for Europe and the
Commonwealth of Independent Countries

Organized by the International Aid Transparency Initiative (IATI) in cooperation with the United Nations
Development Programme (UNDP) and the Government of Montenegro, a two day regional workshop started
today at the Hotel Maestral MiloCer with an aim to respond to the needs of all stakeholders, particularly
partner country governments.

In his opening remarks H.E. Ambassador Mr. Milorad Séepanovi¢, Assistant to the Minister of Foreign
Affairs of Montenegro expressed pleasure with selection of Montenegro as a host to this workshop. “Having
in mind Montenegro’s recent accession to the IATI, | wish to emphasise our readiness and aspiration to
contribute to developing its standards. It is our joint duty to focus on assistance and other resources of donor
countries, in order to direct our work towards increasing accountability in the aid recipient countries, where
most of the stakeholders require transparency of the entire budget. International aid transparency requires
publishing information regarding aid in a way that is most useful for those who deal with accountability. As a
partner country and the first country from the South East Europe that acceded to IATI, Montenegro is ready to
take over all the activities that will contribute to improving the free development and implementation of
duties evolving from this important Initiative. However, the political will of partner countries as well as donor
countries will be of great importance for the improvement of aid efficiency with an aim to increase its effect
on poverty and inequality reduction, capacity building and achievement of the Millennium Development
Goals,” said Ambassador S¢epanovié.

“This meeting is dedicated to the exchange of experiences related to transparency and accountability in
donor assistance, and is a consultative workshop for the recipient countries,” said Mr. Alexander Avanessov,
UNDP Resident Representative/UN Resident Coordinator in Montenegro. “This internal meeting is
dedicated to discussion on how the aid information flow is organized in the recipient countries. The exchange
of experiences between colleagues from different countries is very useful and important, and it will enable us
to identify problems and challenges in this area, to try and find solutions to these challenges and to work in
the most efficient way in future,” Mr. Avanessov pointed out.

Ms. Dasa Silovi¢, Senior Policy Advisor, Bureau for Development Policy, Capacity Development Group,
UNDP New York said: "First | would like to thank the Government of Montenegro for hosting this workshop.
This is a regional meeting and | would also like to congratulate the Government of Montenegro for joining
this Initiative for international transparency and mutual responsibility of the recipient countries, as well as the
responsibility of the countries that are providing aid. We here have representatives of Uzbekistan, Serbia,
Albania, Bosnia, and other countries and we are very glad to be able to exchange experiences, in a free
atmosphere, as well as to advise and cooperate with each other on these issues, which in general means
creation of standards for monitoring and reporting on development assistance. This also means equal
participation and engagement of the Governments in this process, as much as the civil societies. We hope
that the donors who accessed the Initiative, such as the European Commission, will also respect the principles
of transparency, provision of information in a timely manner and accountability for the joint work for
development.”



Workshop will be continued tomorrow, on Tuesday 7 July, at 9 a.m. in Hotel Mastral. Opening remarks
will be given by:
H.E. Ms. Gordana Durovi¢, Minister for European Integration in the Government of Montenegro
H.E. Ambassador Mr. Leopold Maurer, Head of the European Commission Delegation to Montenegro
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In order to inform the development of the IATI standards based on concrete information, UNDP - as a
member of the IATI Steering Committee' - has been tasked with facilitating detailed consultations with
partner country government officials and Parliamentarians in order to better understand their priorities and
aid information needs. This will help to ensure that IATI is developed in a way that meets as many of those
needs as possible.

International Aid Transparency Initiative (IATI) is a new initiative which aims to make information about aid
flows more available and accessible to all stakeholders, particularly partner countries. Launched at the Accra
High Level Forum in September 2008, IATI now has sixteen donor signatories®> and endorsement from a
growing number of partner countries?.

This regional workshop is aimed at government officials involved in aid management and tracking activities
from countries in Europe and the CIS. It is anticipated that participants will come from a range of partner
country institutions (Ministries of Finance, Planning, Central Banks and interested line ministries).
Participation is aimed at heads of units responsible for aid management/tracking and their staff. The
following countries will attend the workshop in Budva: Albania, Armenia, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Georgia,

Kosovo- |

! The IATI Steering Committee comprises of 18 representatives from donors, partner countries, CSOs and aid information experts.
UK, Germany, Netherlands, UNDP, Finland, Denmark, Ireland, EC, World Bank, Australia, New Zealand, Spain, Seteden, Hew
Foundation, GAVI, Norway.

¥ So far, the governments of Central African RepuBl@pmbia Ghana, Moldovallontenegro,Nepal, RpuaNew Guinea Rwanda
andViet Namhave endorsed or expressed their interest in the initiative.



