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Pobjeda, 6 July 2011 

Equality is the basis of human rights  
 

Equality between men and women is a prerequisite for the realisation of human rights, human 

development and the overall objectives of the European Union on employment and social cohesion, it 

was said at yesterday's official presentation of the The Programme for Gender Equality IPA 2010. 

 

The project that will be implemented by the Ministry for Human and Minority Rights, Delegation of the 

European Union and UNDP in the next three years will focus on economic and political empowerment 

of women and combating domestic violence. 

 

Database 

 

According to the Deputy Ombudsman Mirjana Lakovic, it is alarming that the conditions for consistent 

application of the Law on Domestic Violence Protection in Montenegro does not yet exist. There are 

no consulting services that specialize in working with both victims and abusers. There are no counselling 

centres to deal with the problem of disturbed family relationships, Lakovic said. Programme Manager 

Kaća Đuričković said that the project on gender equality will establish a centralized database based on 

EU best practice, which will enable monitoring of cases of violence registered by the Government 

institutions and NGOs. Support will be provided in the establishment of local multi-disciplinary teams 

in 10 municipalities in order to help violence against women victims through unique 

national hotlines, Đuričković said. 

 

There is more to do 

 

Women's entrepreneurship, as Đuričković stated, will be strengthened by establishing so-

called revolving fund for women, which will provide them support that includes favourable 

financial engagements. 

 

Head of the EU Delegation Nicola Bertolini said that the analytical report that accompanied 

the opinion on Montenegro's application for the EU membership showed that gender equality is 

not fully realised. There has been some progress, but there is still much more to be done, Bertolini said, 

adding that our country has already adopted all the necessary strategies and action plans which have 

created a solid basis for solving this problem, and that it is important to ensure that laws and policies are 

implemented. Chairman of the Parliamentary Committee on Gender Equality Nada Drobnjak presented 

the figures on women in political life in Montenegro. 
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Sharing responsibilities  

 

Out of ten Parliamentary parties, only one is headed by a woman, out of 81 MPs, only nine are 

women, Drobnjak said, adding that four Parliamentary committees have no female MPs, and that there 

is only one female minister in the current Government. Drobnjak said that female members of political 

parties seek to share responsibilities in politics, to change the everyday life together, enriched with 

new experiences and cooperation, and not to create a gap between men and women in this area. 
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