
                                                                                                   
Destroying old weapons for new ones 
 
Danilovgrad – representatives of the Ministry of Defense and the Military of Montenegro 
yesterday continued their action of destroying obsolete weapons in the “Milovan Šaranović” 
barracks. Action has been organized within the project of demilitarization of Montenegro and 
the MONDEM (Montenegro Demilitarization Programme) programme that does not only 
include destruction of useless heavy and light weaponry, but also biochemical substances and 
at the same time, makes optimal conditions for storage of ammunition. This time, autogenic 
aids and grinders will be used to destroy infantry weapons, automatic rifles, pistols and 
machine guns.  
 
‐ Surplus weapons and ammunitions were evaluated as one of Montenegro’s greatest safety 
challenges, which is why we created several programmes that are currently being realized. You 
are familiar with the MONDEM programme and the technical agreement with the Government 
of the USA. Ministry of Defense decided to replace light infantry weapons by 5.56 mm caliber of 
German production. Through cooperation with the German Embassy, we went for the principle 
“old for new”, meaning that we obliged ourselves to destroy a certain quantity of obsolete light 
infantry weapons. For this purpose and following suggestions of Ministry of Defense, the 
Government decided that 523 barrels of such weapons will be destroyed in the barracks in 
Danilovgrad and that metal waste will be given to the company with which our Military has the 
contract for purchase of secondary raw materials – Colonel Rifet Kosovac stated adding that 
Montenegro continued good cooperation with strategic partners like USA and Germany and 
also UNDP and OSCE who participated in similar actions so far.  
 
German Ambassador Peter Plate expressed content because his country is able to support 
Montenegro on its path towards NATO, and that this action is yet another step closer to the 
most powerful world alliance. He also underlined action “old for new” was also necessary for 
the fact that it increases the safety situation.  
 
‐ We are helping with destruction of surplus weapons and ammunition that is no longer needed 
and represents a problem because it is obsolete and not according to current NATO standards. 
This is why we have an agreement and cooperation between our two countries to provide new 
ammunition and new calibers. We have programme “old for new” in Germany and if the old is 
destroyed, we are ready to provide new armament. This is why I was invited to the session of 
destroying weapons and ammunition, and it is my pleasure to be able to participate in this 
activity and establish that our agreement is being followed. For citizens of Montenegro, it is 
very important to achieve greater security in the procurement of weapons for the army – Plate 
concluded. 
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