Ecologically friendly bombs

Explosives factory Polieks from Berane cannot seem to make a boom. Chance to participate in
destroying of suffice weapons financed by USAID, OSCE and USA including few European countries is
being disturbed by citizens of Polica, the village where commercial industry for production of plastic
explosives is located. Since the beginning of August, villagers have been threatening to block the road
into the factory, claiming that destruction of explosives destroys their environment. Next week, an
assembly will be organized to make final decision on the manner of their protest. Law suits against
Director of Polieks Slavko Vujisi¢, Assistant Minister of Internal Affairs for Emergencies Zoran Begovic
have already been written. In them, villagers claim destruction of weapons jeopardized their ecology.

ECOLOGIC COUNTRY FOR ALL: After resistance from Borova brda, Zupa niksi¢ka and village Prage, this is
the third bigger protest of citizens in Montenegro because leftover explosives are being destroyed in
vicinity of their homes. Residents of Police say they are prepared to physically block the entrance to the
factory, because they suspect there’s a secret plan to destroy all unwanted mines and explosives in
Montenegro, right next to their homes — says coordinator of the protest and member of the Local
Community Council Ljubisa Purisié.

- Residents of Polica are determined not to allow shipping in, destroying and firing mines and other
explosives from Brezovik near Niksic¢ into our Polica. If Montenegro is an ecologic country, let it be
ecologic for everyone, and not just people in Podgorica and in the south — says Burisié.

He and his neighbors weren’t reassured that there’s no danger from explosions during last week’s long
meeting with Assistant Minister of Internal Affairs for Emergencies Zoran Begovic, Director of Polieks
factory Slavko Vujisi¢, Minister of Economy Branko Vujovi¢ and President of the Municipality of Berane
Vuka Golubovi¢, although they claimed destruction of weapons is both technically and ecologically safe.

Assistant Minister for Emergencies Zoran Begovic¢ stated only environment-friendly substances may be
destroyed in Polica and that none of Government’s capital projects has backdoor activities, especially
those that may jeopardize the environment.

- With little success and a lot of suspicion, we still tried to explain residents of Polica that these are
substances that, on their current locations, pose threat to other cities, people and environment. We are
still trying to explain we need to react quickly to destroy these old and unstable weapons, and that this
project is being executed through sponsorship of few developed countries who already gave resources
to help us resolve this problem. However, we cannot find a way to reach villagers’ understanding. We
have been trying to prove that substances destroyed do not have negative effects that may leave any
damage to the environment, people or material goods — Begovié claims.

Residents of Polica, however, choose not to believe so. They are asking for a study that will evaluate
what effect all planned destruction of explosives would have on the environment.



- We also asked Director of Polieks to show us these papers, but he didn’t, although he promised o do so
- Ljubisa burisi¢ is decisive.

President of the Local Community Polica Radoje Sekuli¢ is a bit more subtle: “I believe Mayor of Berane
Vuka Golubovié¢ would never let anything jeopardize lives and health of residents of Polica. However,
Polieks factory must be controlled. We are not against its work, but we need to see this study.”

FAULTY PROJECTS: Projects for destructions of unwanted weapons and ammunition proved to be
lacking quality once again, as analysis of the Nansen Dialogue Center (NDC) claims. This non-
governmental organization claims it is more than obvious that Montenegro has a huge problem with
surplus of weapons and ammunition and that as state’s priority number one, this issue must be resolved
urgently.

- It is obvious there are problems in this area, with growing intolerance and citizens’ doubt that this
business is safe or according to international practices. Doubting that Montenegro can conduct a safe, as
environmentally-friendly as possible destruction of surplus weapons is backed up by the fact that
ecological organizations now more frequently and louder warn that projects from the area of defense
usually do not require the assessment of influence on the environment — says NDC.

- This allegation, as well as villagers’ protest, are just not right — says Director of Polieks Slavko Vujisic,
claiming that his factory meets all standards for production of explosives, which means they also refer to
its destruction capabilities.

- But because residents protested, we also got the permit to do these activities of national importance,
so that we could, together with factory for commercial production in Mojkovac, conduct destruction of
explosives. And then we presented all this documentation, also in front of the Mayor of Berane and in
presence of residents of Polica, but these people don’t want to resolve this non-existing issue. We also
conducted monitoring and all reports and results indicate environment in Polica isn’t polluted, and this
will remain so — Vujisi¢ claims.

RESIDENTS AREN’T CONNOISSEURS: Vujisi¢ did not wish to comment speculations that may be heard in
Berane that someone powerful has his eye on the factory because it is currently managing the
multimillion business of destroying weapons and also has the chance to produce explosives once
building of the new highway starts. Vujisi¢ is owner of 20% of shares of the company, while Government
has 40% and the rest is divided among Polieks employees and citizens.

- We put this factory on its feet. If it would stop working, tens of millions of Euros worth of explosives
would have to be imported during next few years — Vujisi¢ stated.

Residents of Polica say they do not mind production, but just uncontrolled destruction of explosive
materials, as LjubiSa Durisi¢ explained: “We never protested against production, but we doubt Polieks
smuggles military waste at night, and then destroys it right next to our houses. If they show us these
studies, we will be happy”.



- All studies that residents requested and all measures of precaution and safety standards will be
prepared for their insight — Minister Branko Vujovié¢ promised.

- We already gave them everything and we do have all necessary certificates, but villagers don’t know
how to read them because they don’t know this field — Director Vujisi¢ claims.

Residents of Polica don’t trust him and announce the blockade of the factory.

EXPLOSIVES ON TWENTY LOCATIONS: It is estimated that there are around twenty locations in
Montenegro with six to nine thousand tons of explosive. Ministry of Defense earlier stated these
substances are located on 13 sites throughout Montenegro. Few years back, they mentioned the
number of 12.000 tons of explosive that need to be destroyed. Then warehouse in Vir near Niksi¢
exploded and precise data on the amount of the excess weapons that remain to be destroyed were
never given. One of the latest official information says around 6.000 tons of explosives will have to be
destroyed during next few years, while approximately 2 thousand tons may remain in Montenegro.

First contract from the technical agreement between Montenegro and USA was worth 650.000 EUR. The
second one to be signed next year will be worth over million Euros. Destruction of unwanted weapons in
Polieks factory is being conducted through contract with the Montenegrin Ministry of Defense. The
factory is instructed to destroy infantry ammunition and hand grenades, but not chemical weapons, as
residents of Polica fear. Destruction of mines and explosives is being conducted under supervision of
UNDP experts. Residents of Polica formed their own commission that exercised independent monitoring
for a month and then eventually gave up. Local community Polica has around 700 households with
approximately 2.000 residents. Polieks factory employs about 30 of them, but increasing of production
will demand engaging around ten more people.
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