Mr. Mugosa: Number of Affected Women Grows
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PUBLIC HEALTH INSTITUTE EVALUATES 388 CITIZENS ARE HIV-INFECTED

Director of Public Health Institute, Mr. Boban Mugosa, stated that according to evaluation of that
institution done by methodology of the World Health Organisation (SZ0O), Montenegro has 388
HIV-infected persons, from the age of 15 to 49. On press conference he said that of that figure 24 are
women while in the past year one child infected by mother was registered.

-It especially worries that there is the increase of number of affected women in the past year. It certainly
isn't good and we must do everything to encircle larger number of people, especially women, particularly
when speaking about mother-to-child infection transmission. It is a part for which we believe to be a step
back from all activities. In next year, we will make the Strategy of Mother-to-Child Infection Transmission,
bespoke Mr. Mugosa, on the occasion of December 1st - World AIDS Day.

On the other hand, official data of the Institute give less cruel picture of HIV problem in our country. Mr.
Mugosa says that starting from the beginning of the epidemic in 1989, 86 infected are registered, of which
45 persons are affected with AIDS and 29 died.

-Now we have 41 HIV-positive persons and 16 affected with AIDS. 24 are under ambulatory care, while
32 persons are under medical control, said Mr. Mugosa.

Most often way of disease transmission, he added, is sexual way - 82%, heterosexual 51 and
bi-homosexual 31%.

-Mostly targeted groups are men who have sex with men, 31%, than sailors and their partners and tourist
and hospitality workers. Regarding gender, men are more infected. Considering ways of transmission,
sexual most active population from 20 to 45 years, is mostly affected. We have HIV-infected persons of
the age of 50, stressed Mr. Mugosa, adding that till now there are no infected through blood transfusion in
Montenegro.

The Minister of Health, Mr. Miodrag Radunovic, evaluated that problem of HIV and AIDS in Montenegro is
deeper than it might be concluded according to the registered cases. He emphasised that the Strategy of
Fight against HIV and AIDS in Montenegro gives directions for further activities in combating vicious virus
and disease.

-Clinic for Infectious Diseases in Podgorica has no treated AIDS patients. All costs for treatment of
affected and infected are carried by Health Insurance Fund. I am not familiar about the amount which is
appropriate for therapies, but it is about thousands of euro a month. Today in Montenegro we have all
medical conditions for treatment of these patients. Only in exceptional situations, and it is a small percent,
due to complication they are sent out of our country for treatment in Belgrade, emphasised Mr.
Radunovic.

He asserts that our country encompasses diagnostics, treatment, monitoring disease and nursing care of
persons with HIV and AIDS, and it provides conditions to respect recommendations of SZO and introduce
control of other generation.

-It enables much better monitoring and evaluation of both, epidemic situation and activities. We have
enhanced our capacities and coordination among the governmental and nongovernmental sector, and thus
made suppositions to offer strong and unique response to that problem, said Mr. Radunovic.

Ms. Skinner: No Rejoice

Presiding of thematic group of the United Nations (UN) in Montenegro, Ms. Noala Skinner, evaluated that
in relation to 2000 there is smaller number of HIV-infected in the world and smaller number dies from
AIDS.

-That success can refer to people all around the world who take leading rule in stopping AIDS and
governments which fulfil promises referring to improvement of universal access to HIV prevention,
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treatment, nursing care. But, it is the very start and there is no room for rejoice, she warned. According
to her, AIDS is still one of ten most often causes of death in the world and it should make visible progress
in combating basic actuators of that epidemic, particularly gender inequality, stigmatisation and
discrimination.

No Spared Cities

Mr. Mugosa stated that the problem of HIV involves the entire Montenegro, so that no city is spared from
this vicious virus. - However, the biggest number of infected are at the coast and in Podgorica, he says.
2,2min People Will Die

According to data of the UN Office, at least 33mIn people in the world live with HIV. The Office warns that
“global AIDS epidemic is stabilised but it is still not on acceptable level”.

According to evaluations, SZO expects 2,2mIn people will die from AIDS in this year.

Threat and Drug Addicts

Mr. Mugosa added it is good that among intravenous drug users there are no HIV-infected. He explained
that 65% of them are hepatitis C-infected and “it witnesses sufficient about a threat if HIV enters that
population”.

-In that case, the epidemic would threaten that population. Therefore, we must fight to combat misuse of
drugs, stressed Mr. Mugosa.

Mr. Radunovic: Clinics Do Not Satisfy

Mr. Radunovic admitted that clinics — infectious, skin, neurological and psychiatric which are located in the
park of Petrovici in Podgorica, do not satisfy European standards.

-Master Plan of Development of the Clinical Centre states that these clinics work within the Clinical Centre,
where, according to the plan and finances, new ones will be built. Clinic for Infectious Diseases is
unconditional and the new will be built. We expect the new to be built till 2010 and equipped till 2012 with
assistance of sources of Global Fund, as Mr. Radunovic announced, who could not precise humber of sick
beds in Clinic for Infectious Diseases.

Condoms Accompanying Information

Representatives of Creative Centre MonteVita have yesterday distributed educative-promotion material to
citizens of Bijelo Polje with information about risky behaviours and HIV protection ways. Also, on the
occasion of December 1st, World AIDS Day pub “Dublin” and cafés “City” and “Time” have freely
distributed brochure about HIV-AIDS and condoms to visitors accompanying ordered drinks. Material was
also given to students and pupils of secondary schools.

Director of the Organisation, Doctor Elvir Zvrko, stresses that these activities are an opening into a project
of fight against stigma and discrimination which will MonteVita realise during 2009 supported by Global
Fund to fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria (GFATM), as well as the UNDP Office in Montenegro.
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