Active Participation of Men is Necessary
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16 DAYS AGAINST VIOLENCE CAMPAIGN BEGINS TODAY

Podgorica, November 24th- The Office for Gender Equality of the Government of Montenegro, the
Organisation for Security and Co-operation (OSCE), the Foundation Open Society Institute (FOSI), and the
UN Country Team in Montenegro are organising this year’s “16 Days Against Violence Campaign”, which
begins tomorrow, at the International Day Against Violence Against Women and it lasts till December
10th.

The message of the campaign, according to Ms. Nada Drobnjak, Head of Office of Gender Equality of the
Government of Montenegro, is focused on men that should be role-models for younger generations to
teach them that violence isn‘t the right way. Moreover, the goal is to educate young people, particularly
boys and young men on domestic violence and treatment of the women, which will contribute to raising of
awareness toward solving of this problem.

-It is necessary to recruit men to participate actively because they are taking part in education of the
children. They are role-models for their sons, who are taking over their actions, whether they are good or
bad. The men must send them positive messages regarding respect, honour and responsibilities, bespoke
Ms. Nada Drobnjak, Head of Office of Gender Equality of the Government of Montenegro.

H.E Ambassador Paraschiva Badescu, Head of the OSCE Mission to Montenegro, stressed that Montenegro,
as a country that is doing its best to approach European integrations in all fields, is aware of the fact that
on that road the principal of respecting the human rights should be above all the rest.

-Therefore, fight against violence or any other form of abusing the women that create 50 percent of the
overall population, has to be one of the priorities, HE Ambassador Paraschiva Badescu stressed. She
stated that the men, whether it is about fathers, brothers, uncles, except that they are teaching boys on
customs, tradition and doing certain sports should constantly speak them that violence against sisters, girl
friends and women is unacceptable and something that the man can’t allow to himself.

Montenegro Waterloo and Basketball Team involved actively in a this year’s campaign so that the
sportsmen will come to the games wearing promotional T-shirts with a slogan of the campaign.

Mr. Igor Kolakovic, Head Coach of Montenegrin Female Volleyball Team and Head Coach of Serbian
National Volleyball Team, gave his voice today against domestic violence and violence against women,
and he stressed that every human being, despite their gender, race, religion or culture is equally
important on this planet and they deserve to be respected.

-The children are not only educated in the family, but responsibility of the people is extremely great,
particularly of the educational institutions. The media today are stimulating violence through the films on
violence and video games and in line with that, they are creating perverted modern heroes and idols of
our children, Mr. Kolakovic warned. He invited fathers to teach their sons that be a real man means to
respect and accept the women and that be strong doesn’t mean to be a violent person.

Every Second Women in Montenegro is a Victim of Verbal Abuse

Domestic violence is a global problem which exceeds the limits of different cultures, economic groups,
religions, gender.

-According to the recent report of the European Commission, every second woman in Montenegro is a
victim of verbal abuse whereas every third woman is a victim of physical abuse. The number of reported
cases of domestic violence against women raised by 7.3 percent in 2008, said Mr. Serge Ducasse, UNHCR
Representative in Montenegro, on behalf of the UNCT Montenegro.

Statistical data in the UN Secretary General’'s Report for 2006 show that between 40% and 70% of
murders of women were committed by their (ex) partners, while every third woman face domestic
violence.
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